
ARNHOLD  HALL  AT THE NEW SCHOOL              INSTITUTIONAL

The Arnhold Hall project is the final stage in the conversion of a 19th century former depart-
ment store to academic use.  The building is part of the urban campus of the New School
University, and renovations encompass the redesign of the first, mezzanine and second
floors.  The new spaces will accommodate a cultural center, administrative offices and high
visibility student oriented areas.  

The new cultural center provides a venue for academic and performing arts events serving
the University's culturally diverse student population. The program includes a flexible main
hall seating 200 people for lectures, performances and banquets; the university president's
meeting room, and gallery space for display of the University's extensive art collection.  A
focal point of the gallery is a large wall mural by the artist Sol LeWitt adding color and rein-
forcing the geometry of the spaces.

In keeping with the vision of a center serving all of the schools that make up the University,
the building lobby has been renovated and expanded. The enlarged scale and quality of
materials used emphasize this building as an important part of the campus. The street level
includes a ceremonial staircase leading to the second floor, as well as a second Sol LeWitt
mural, making a powerful visual connection between the lobby and the public spaces above.

Renovation of the existing building facade is another important aspect of the project. The
original turn of the century stone and cast iron details have been cleaned and restored, and
former loading dock bays were transformed into large glazed openings revealing the lobby
and student activities within. The new facade also includes an entrance marquee, banners
and lighting.  In addition to highlighting the presence of the building on the street, these
new elements serve as a modern counterpoint to the existing building and provide a strong
connection to the newly created public spaces within.
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7   main hall
8   gallery
9   executive dining
10  pre-function
11  kitchen
12  elevator lobby
13  mechanical
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